Leadership Quotes

Leadership should be born out of the understanding of the needs of those who would be affected by it.

    - Marian Anderson

      (1897–1993) American contralto, opera singer, 1st black to perform at Metropolitan Opera

Leadership is the capacity to translate vision into reality.

    - Warren G. Bennis

      (1925–  ) US psychologist, management educator, and consultant, distinguished prof. at USC

Asked what his secret was for lasting so long and being so successful as the president of Yale University, Dr. James R. Angell explained:  "Grow antennae, not horns."

    - Dr. James Rowland Angell

      (1869–1949) American educator & psychologist, president of Yale

The most dangerous leadership myth is that leaders are born-that there is a genetic factor to leadership.   This myth asserts that people simply either have certain charismatic qualities or not.  That's nonsense; in fact, the opposite is true. Leaders are made rather than born.

    - Warren G. Bennis

      (1925–  ) US psychologist, management educator, and consultant, distinguished prof. at USC

A good manager is a man who isn’t worried about his own career but rather the careers of those who work for him

    - H.S.M. Burnes

No man will make a great leader who wants to do it all himself, or to get all the credit for doing it.

    - Andrew Carnegie

      (1835-1919) US steel manufacturer, philanthropist

An empowered organization is one in which individuals have the knowledge, skill, desire, and opportunity to personally succeed in a way that leads to collective organizational success.

    - Stephen R. Covey

      (1932–  ) American author, trainer, motivator Principle-centered Leadership

The first responsibility of a leader is to define reality.  The last is to say thank you.  In between, the leader is a servant.

    - Max DuPree

      CEO of Herman Miller, Inc.

Leadership is the art of getting someone else to do something you want done because he wants to do it.

    - General Dwight David Eisenhower

      (1890–1969) 34th US president 1953-61, Supreme Allied Commander,WW 2, Europe

We must never forget that the most powerful communication isn't what you say, it's what you do.  What counts, in the final analysis, is not what people are told but what they accept.  It is this concept of the role of communication in industry that characterizes effective leadership.

    - Frank E. Fischer

      American Mgt. Association, Perspective

      A Topical Letter for IBM Data Processing Div. Mgt, Dec 23, 1968.

There are three essentials to leadership: humility, clarity and courage.

    - Fuchan Yüan

      Cha'n Master (Japanese Zen, emphasis on meditation)

Leadership is practiced not so much in words as in attitude and in actions.

    - Harold Geneen

      Founder, MCI Communications

One of the tests of leadership is the ability to recognize a problem before it becomes an emergency.

    - Arnold Glasgow

You manage things; you lead people.

    - Grace Murray Hopper

      (1906–1992) US Navy admiral & computer scientist, removed moth from malfunctioning Mark II computer 1947, helping to popularize

Leadership has a harder job to do than just choose sides.  It must bring sides together.

    - Jesse Jackson

      (1941–  ) African-American political leader, civil-rights activist, Baptist minister

Leadership is getting someone to do what they don't want to do in order to achieve what they want to achieve.

    - Tom Landry

      (1925–2000) Dallas Cowboys’ coach for 29 years, 5 Super Bowls, Football Hall of Fame in 1990

 A leader is best When people barely know he exists.    Not so good When people obey and acclaim him.    Worse when they despise him. But of a good leader    Who talks little  When his work is done,    His aim fulfilled, They will say    "We did it ourselves."

    - Lao Tse, or Tsu, or Tze, or Tzu, or Tsze

      (c.604–531 B.C.) Great Chinese philosopher, founder of Taoism

A good leader is a person who takes a little more than his share of the blame and a little less than his share of the credit.

    - John C. Maxwell

      American pastor, leadership instructor & counselor, author of over a dozen books

A leader is one who knows the way, goes the way and shows the way.

    - John C. Maxwell

      American pastor, leadership instructor & counselor, author of over a dozen books

It is much safer to obey, than to govern.

    - Thomas á Kempis

      (1380–1471) German monk, devotional author

People buy into the leader before they buy into the vision.

    - John C. Maxwell

      American pastor, leadership instructor & counselor, author of over a dozen books

The function of leadership is to produce more leaders, not more followers.

    - Ralph Nader

      (1934– ) US consumer advocate, lawyer, author, Green Party presidential candidate 1996 & 2000
A real leader has the ability to motivate others to their highest level of achievement; then gives them the opportunity and the freedom to grow.

    - F. G. “Buck” Rodgers

      IBM sales trainee 1950, vice president of marketing 1974, author, leadership trainer

The challenge of leadership is to be strong, but not rude; be kind, but not weak; be bold, but not bully; be thoughtful, but not lazy; be humble, but not timid; be proud, but not arrogant; have humor, but without folly.

    - E. James (Jim) Rohn

      US entrepreneur, philosopher, motivational speaker, sales trainer, author of 17 books & programs tape of meeting in Sacramento, CA, with Rich DeVos, Jay Van Andel & many others, c. 1979-1980.    Tape was recorded privately an challenge of leadership

The ability to keep a cool head in an emergency, maintain poise in the midst of excitement, and to refuse to be stampeded are true marks of leadership.

    - R. Shannon

Leaders get out in front and stay there by raising the standards by which they judge themselves—and by which they are willing to be judged.

    - Frederick W. Smith

      American founder 1971, chairman of the board, & CEO of Federal Express Corp.(FedEx)

Success for leadership is . . . knowing the great art of directing others without their noticing it.

    - unknown

Leadership is the ability to hide your panic from others.

    - unknown

